
BPP Professional Education trains people for the
qualifications they need to become business professionals
and provides professional development training and support
throughout their careers.  Our strength derives from high
quality courses and study support materials, which meet the
requirements of delegates and companies who choose to
train with us.  We are the trainer of choice for many of the
world’s leading organisations.  Our course structures
incorporate the use of innovative learning materials and
teaching and are carefully designed around the needs of
both the client and delegate.  Our authors and presenters
are all qualified in the professions for which they write and
teach.  We lead the field in our unsurpassed investment in
technology, course materials and targeted publications. 

About BPP Professional Education 
We aim to empower delegates and qualified professionals to
succeed, whatever learning environment they choose:

> classroom learning

> supported distance learning

> e-learning

> blended learning and published products for self study

BPP stands for quality and innovation in professional education
and training, providing a service to support businesses and
career aspirations.

The CFA® Program is designed to equip you with the
investment knowledge and ethical principals to excel 
in the financial markets.  As a measure of its global
recognition, more than 90,000 CFA candidates from 162
countries sat the CFA exam in June 2007.  Without a
doubt, earning your CFA® charter will enhance your
credibility and competitive advantage in the global
workplace, as well as connect you to a global network 
of over 79,000 charterholders.

At BPP we understand that, as a busy investment
professional, you will want flexible study solutions to help
you make effective use of the time spent preparing for your
CFA exam.  Classroom based courses are built around
three key elements – knowledge, application and practice –
which we believe are critical for first time exam success.

Beginning with the 2008 exams, CFA candidates will
receive the CFA Program curriculum as part of their
exam registration fee.  Our study solutions will allow 
you to complement these original readings with a choice
of study materials from Kaplan Schweser, the world's
leading supplier of CFA study material, and BPP Online
LearningTM, our proprietary online study resource.

We know what it takes to succeed in the CFA Program, as
many of our tutors are charterholders and all of them have
sat and passed the exams that they teach towards.  Their
experience will be invaluable to you, from the moment 
you contact us right up to the day of the exam.  With a
thorough programme of study, a lot of hard work and the
support of an experienced training provider you can realise
your ambition of becoming a CFA charterholder.

Peter Plant
Managing Director

BPP Dublin
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About the 
CFA® Program
Established in 1962, the CFA Program sets the global
standard for investment, knowledge, standards and ethics.
Passing the CFA examination can help career advancement
and highlights to clients, employers and colleagues that the
charterholder has mastered a broad range of investment
topics and is committed to the highest ethical standards in
the profession.  

CFA examinations are administered by CFA Institute, whose
headquarters are in Charlottesville, USA, with offices in
London, New York and Hong Kong.  The Institute is
composed of more than 90,000 individual voting members
and 135 non-voting member societies who believe in setting
a higher standard for the investment profession.  

Who takes the exam?
> Analysts, Equity & Fixed Income

> CEO/Chairman/Partner/Principal/CIO/CFO

> Accountants/Auditors

> Investment Bankers

> Investment Firm Managers

> Portfolio Managers

> Trader/Securities

> Sales/Marketing Managers

> Investment Counsellors

(Source: CFA Institute website)

Who is eligible to register?
To enrol for the CFA® Program, a delegate must fulfil the
entrance requirements. 

You must:

> have a bachelor’s degree, be in the final year of your
bachelor's degree, or have four years of qualified,
professional work experience or a combination of work
and college experience that totals at least four years 

> meet the professional conduct admission criteria 

> be prepared to take the examinations in English 

Registering for your first exam also enrols you as a
candidate on the CFA Program.  A one-off enrolment 
fee is required in addition to the exam registration fee.

To preserve your candidate status you must maintain 
a commitment to the CFA Institute Code of Ethics and
Standards of Professional Conduct – a commitment that
demands you put the interests of your clients first.

What will the exam cover?
The CFA® exams are based on the Candidate Body of
Knowledge, which is organised into ten major areas:

> Ethical and Professional Standards

> Quantitative Methods

> Economics

> Financial Reporting and Analysis

> Corporate Finance

> Equity Investments

> Fixed Income

> Derivatives

> Alternative Investments

> Portfolio Management and Wealth Planning

Each year the CFA Program curriculum consisting of
assigned readings and Learning Outcome Statements is
released, which highlights what you will be expected to
know in the exam.  

Beginning with the 2008 exams, your exam registration fee 
will include the cost of the CFA Program curriculum and one
online sample exam.

Gaining the charter takes a minimum of 2 to 3 years and
you will need to:

> pass each of the Level I, II and III exams
CFA Institute recommends a minimum of 250 hours of
study per exam level with substantially more depending
on individual circumstances  

> meet the work experience requirements
If you became a candidate in the 2005 exam cycle or
thereafter, you will need four years of acceptable
professional work experience for regular membership

> become a regular member of CFA Institute

> receive your official status
CFA Institute will notify you when you have 
completed all requirements and can begin 
using the CFA designation

> maintain your status
Follow the CFA charterholder guidelines

For full details on the CFA charter requirements, 
please visit the CFA Institute website at
www.cfainstitute.org

CFA® charter requirements



2
* All tuition and courses are supplied by BPP Dublin  ** All study materials are supplied by BPP Learning Media

BPP study support
> Tutor Support*

Our tutors have a deep understanding of what it takes 
to succeed and therefore are the best people to guide 
you through the CFA® exams.  Contactable via email, 
they are always on hand to answer queries.

> Tutor Progress Emails* 
Our tutors will contact you during your studies to help 
you stay on track with your exam preparation.

> Exam Approved Calculator*
All our CFA Level I delegates will receive the exam
approved Texas Instruments BAII Plus calculator and its 
user guide, free of charge, with their study pack.  

> Comprehensive Formula Sheet**
The sheet consists of key definitions and formulas for easy
reference when studying and revising for the exam.

> Mind Maps**
We have condensed the syllabus into visual summaries to
help you focus on the essential areas.

> “Half Way There” Mock** 
To see how much you’ve learned and keep you on 
your toes, you will receive an exam half way through 
the course, on the syllabus areas that have been covered 

> Invigilated Mock Exams** and Post 
Mock Surgeries*
Our mock exams will help you identify your weak areas 
and ensure you are completely comfortable with the 
exam process. 

BPP Online LearningTM

> Online Tutorials**
You will have unlimited access to our audio visual 
tutorials covering key syllabus areas at all levels to study 
at your leisure.

> Progress Tests**
Our progress tests will help you monitor your studies and
keep you on track. 

> Rapid Email Response*
Our tutors are here to help you – email them with 
your questions and queries. 

> Full online access to Classroom Slides 
and Handouts* 
You will receive comprehensive PowerPointTM handouts to
help you study when you want.

> Introduction to Financial Maths**
Great online tutorial to refresh your basic knowledge of
algebra, graphs and quantitative methods.

How will BPP support you?
No matter what your study requirements, BPP will provide
everything you need to supplement your study of the CFA®

Program curriculum.  We have teamed up with Kaplan
Schweser, the world’s trusted leader in CFA® exam
preparation, to provide study material that will complement
the CFA Program curriculum that you will receive.

Study Materials:
Kaplan Schweser 
Study Notes**
The study notes consist of five books that summarise the
assigned readings and Learning Outcome Statements (LOS)
making your study more effective.

Kaplan SchweserProTM

QBank Online**
To aid your revision you will be able to access thousands 
of test questions with links back to the LOS.

Kaplan Schweser Practice 
Exam Books Vol 1& 2**
A range of sample questions have been designed to let you
assess your knowledge and develop your test taking skills.  
Each practice exam book consists of three full length exams.

Kaplan Schweser 
Online Tools**
> Online Kickoff Seminar getting you started on 

the right foot.

> Online Kaplan Schweser Study Planner helps 
you organise your time for efficient and effective study. 

> Online Performance Tracker compares your exam
scores in the practice exam against other delegates.

> Online Kaplan Schweser Library gives you an
introduction to the core concepts of the CFA® Program. 

> Online Instructor-led Office Hours are a virtual open 
door for you to communicate with a specialist who teaches
the CFA Program curriculum.

> Online Exam-tips Blog is a posting of lessons, exam 
tips and motivational monologues.

Kaplan Schweser 
Do-It-Yourself LOS Cards**
These cards contain LOS with blank backs allowing you 
to write memory triggering notes at the final stages of 
your revision.
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Teaching phases

Your classroom study
programme: Level I 

Phase 1
(3 consecutive days)

> Quantitative Methods

> Asset Valuation:
a) equity
b) fixed income
c) derivatives

> Introduction to Ethics

Phase 2
(2 consecutive days)

> Financial Statement Analysis

Phase 3
(2 consecutive days)

> Economics/FX

> Corporate Finance

> Portfolio Management

Revision phase 
The revision phase pays particular attention to focused exam preparation and improving your exam technique.
(3 consecutive days)

Curriculum breakdown %

Financial Reporting & Analysis 20

Ethical & Professional Standards 15

Fixed Income 12

Quantitative Methods 12

Economics 10

Equity Investments 10

Corporate Finance 8

Derivatives 5

Portfolio Management & 
Wealth Planning 5

Alternative Investments 3

Source: CFA Institute

What do the exams 
involve and when do they 
take place?
Entrants must pass three levels of examinations
sequentially.  Candidates face 6 hours of examination,
broken down into two 3 hour sessions, one in the
morning and one in the afternoon. 

Level I 

exam takes place twice a year : June & December

Levels II & III 

exams take place once a year : June
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SUCCESS

Knowledge Application

Practice

Your classroom
study solution
At BPP we understand that it is important for our
delegates to choose course options that suit their
lifestyle.  We are committed to ensuring you do
just that and can provide the flexibility and support
with our course options, to meet your goal of
passing the CFA® exam.  You can choose from 
a wide range of courses including a comprehensive
distance learning programme. 

Our complete study solution, containing teaching,
revision and mock exams has been specifically
put together to meet the needs of our delegates
by our experienced professional tutor team, who
have already sat the level they teach towards.  
The CFA exam is unlike any other and involves
gaining knowledge, applying what you’ve learned
and practising to achieve a greater depth of
understanding to ultimately succeed.

Teaching enables you to learn 
and gain knowledge

+
Revision helps your understanding 

and application

+
Mock exams build confidence 

and provide realistic exam practice

=
Full preparation for the exam

Teaching phase 
(knowledge)
The teaching phase will provide you with knowledge of the 
key subject areas that you need to learn and understand in
order to pass the exam.

Our teaching phase is designed to:

> start from the beginning and assume no prior knowledge

> focus on the key knowledge needed for the exam

Weekday course
This course is perfectly suited for those who want to 
cover the syllabus at a steady pace and make sure they
thoroughly understand and learn.  

Structure: 09.00 – 17.00 

Level I: 7 days split into 3 phases (3 days + 2 days + 2 days)

Mock exams
(practice)
Our mock exams will follow on from the revision phase
and are fantastic for testing your knowledge and applying
what you have learned in a controlled environment. 
You will have a 3 hour mock to sit, which can be taken at
BPP’s training centre or attempted at home.  Levels I and
II mock exams have multiple choice questions and Level III
has essay questions that will be marked by our tutors, 
so you will know exactly how you’ve done and where 
you need to improve before the real thing.

Our mock exams are designed to: 

> build self confidence

> test your understanding of key subject areas 

> perfect your exam technique

By the time you reach this phase you will have grasped 
a thorough understanding of the key subject areas and will
be ready to apply some of your knowledge.  The revision
phase pays particular attention to focused exam preparation
and improving your exam technique.  This is important
because one of the main reasons why so many candidates
struggle to get through the exam is often due to a lack of
exam technique.    

Our tutors will provide you with an overview of key points
followed by question practice to assist you in preparing for
the exam.  Step by step our tutors will show you how to
apply your knowledge and answer exam questions to gain
maximum marks and achieve success.  

Structure: 09.00 – 17.00 

Level I: 3 consecutive days

Revision phase
(application)



Look no further than BPP for a training specialist to help
achieve your CFA training goals.  We have the right blend 
of quality, experience and resource to be your perfect 
CFA study partner.

> We have helped over 13,000 candidates through 
their CFA exams, giving us more experience than any
other UK training provider.

> All our tutors have extensive experience in 
teaching the CFA Program curriculum and are either
charterholders or currently going through the various
levels of the CFA Program.

> We use study materials from the world’s leading supplier,
Kaplan Schweser.

> We make it easier for our delegates to fit their
studies around work commitments.

> Our training courses are supported with online
tuition and testing tools.

Our approach ensures that each exam syllabus is fully
understood and that you are able to apply your knowledge
in the workplace.  We have a range of study options to suit
your needs.  Our classroom based courses focus on key
knowledge areas, question practice and exam technique.
They provide the ideal opportunity to accelerate the
learning process and offer a deeper understanding of the
syllabus and exam process.

Our classroom based and distance learning courses are also
supplemented with BPP Online LearningTM, our innovative
online learning service.

Choose BPP to train for the CFA® exams

As our delegate you 
will benefit from:
> personal service – we will support you from initial

enquiry through to taking the exam

> dedicated tutors – our professionally qualified tutors
are committed to helping you achieve success in 
your exams

> flexible course options – we offer you more choice,
designed to fit around your work and home commitments

> focused material – as well as market leading study
materials from Kaplan Schweser, we also provide you 
with printed course slides, allowing you to concentrate 
on the course presentation and to annotate your 
notes with key information


